
MOORHEN CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER – Summer 2012 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back to what I hope will be a lovely and warm summer term. To help the 

children investigate and celebrate the London Olympics our major focus for the term 

will be ‘Everyone’s a Winner’. Through this the children will learn about the history of 

the Olympics as well as the modern day equivalent. We will be launching our quest with a 

presentation of the children’s homework task, the posters they designed to depict 

themselves as a winner.  

To enhance the children’s learning and imagination our role-play focus this term is to be 

a Press Office where the children will be able to report on real and imaginary events and 

write up newspaper articles.  

 

Literacy: 

 

The children will continue to work towards their next learning steps through regular 

phonics sessions and will continue to have a spelling test every Thursday. We will link to 

our learning quest by writing reports and recounts of the information they find out 

about through  Science enquiries and writing letters to famous people they deem to be 

‘winners,’ such as Olympic athletes, pop stars etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy: 
 

As usual, the children will be covering a range of topics over the term. These will include: 

number sequences and properties of numbers, place value, addition and subtraction, 

money, investigating shape, symmetry, reflection, position and movement, measures 

including time and fractions of shapes and quantities.  

We will be continuing our whole schools focus on the quick recall of times tables facts in 

a hope that more children will earn their Olympic tables medal. The children will have 

daily mental warm-up activities focusing on these aspects.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can help your child 

 

• Please read daily with your child, even if your child is a free reader. Reading aloud helps 

them to decode new words and understand their meaning. It is also nice for them to hear 

you read to them.  

• Talk about the books they are reading: what was their favourite bit? Did they have a 

favourite character? Lots of discussion helps develop children’s language and 

understanding of the text.   

• Encourage your child to write whenever possible. The more they sense what writing ‘feels 

like’, the sooner it will become a more natural process and less of a chore.  

• Play games such as ‘I spy’. Alternate the criteria to include words ending with, words 

rhyming with etc.  

How you can help your child: 

• Encourage mental maths skills such as adding and subtracting one, two and then even 

three digit numbers. 
• Give them opportunities to tell the time both in analogue and digital time. 

• Give them experience of handling money, working out costs of a few items and change.  

• Encourage them to use maths in everyday life, guess the capacity of milk cartons, 

drinks bottles, medicine bottles. 

• Keep practising the times tables and related division facts….. Little and often works 

well at really committing facts to memory. 

• Please see the website for further ideas 

.  



 

Science: 

 

The topics we will be covering this term are Living and growing, Living things in their 

environment, Plants, Senses and Healthy Humans. The children will learn the differences 

between things that are living and things that have never been alive. They will learn that 

animals, including humans, move, feed, grow, use their senses and reproduce. They will 

look to relate life processes to animals and plants found in the local environment. In 

studying green plants, they will investigate through fair testing that they need light and 

water to grow. They will learn to recognise and name the leaf, flower, stem and root of 

flowering plants. They will plant seeds and look at how they grow into flowering plants. 

The children will look to group things according to similarities and differences. They will 

explore using the 5 senses. 
 

Outdoor Learning: 
 

Outdoor learning sessions will continue be on Thursdays. These sessions will focus on 

practical investigations linked to our science work.  The children will also be taking part 

in planting in the school grounds to help support our learning about our local environment.  

If you have any spare plant pots at home, donations would be very gratefully received.  

 

Art, DT and Music: 

 

The children will have the opportunity to explore a range of materials and processes to 

complete finished pieces of artwork e.g. painting, collage, sculpture etc. As part of an 

ongoing homework project, the children will be asked to design and make an Olympic 

Stadium, thinking about track and field events, seating, commentator’s stands, food 

halls, toilet facilities etc. 

Music activities will include a range of live and recorded music from different times and 

cultures.  

 

Weekly Schedule: 

 

Please listen to your child read, or read to them regularly and fill in their reading record 

with the date and page that they are on so that we can see how much they are reading. 

Reading books need to be brought to school everyday.  

Simultaneous reading works well to encourage reluctant or hesitant readers.   

 
Monday • P.E. (Kit to be in school at all times please as with the nice weather 

approaching, extra sessions may take place). 

Tuesday •     Homework due in. 

•     Swimming 

Wednesday •  

Thursday • Outdoor Education  

• Homework issued. 

• Spelling Test  

Friday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Other Information: 

 

Targets - Your child will be bringing home their targets for maths, reading and writing 

today. The un-highlighted areas represent the next steps your child will be working 

towards. 

Mrs Bradley – Unfortunately, she still has her leg in plaster so is resting at home. We 

wish her a speedy recovery. 

Uniform – It has been so lovely to see the children return to school after the half term 

looking so smart in their uniforms. Please can you help Moorhen be the ‘smartest class’ at 

Meare by encouraging your child to come to school wearing the correct uniform. Can we 

also ask that all items are clearly named as this helps to avoid things getting mixed up or 

lost.  

Attendance – Please help us to keep winning the attendance award by ensuring your 

child arrives to school on time. We start at 8.40am.  

Clubs – After school activity clubs will commence on the week beginning 23rd April.   

Website – Don’t forget to regularly access our Moorhen page on the website to keep 

you informed on what we have been learning -  www.meareprimary.co.uk  

 

 We hope that this information has been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to come in 

and ask if you have any queries about what your child is learning in Moorhen class. 

 

Many thanks,  
 

The Moorhen Team 

Mrs Vincent and Mrs Holland  


