
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Welcome back, I hope you all had a lovely Easter break.  The children were very 

excited to tell us all about their Easter eggs!  We have had a great first week of the 

summer term, the children all seem rested and ready for learning- long may it continue! 

 

This newsletter will tell you all about our planned learning for the summer term and the 

opportunities that children will have for more personalised learning.   

 

Our whole school Learning Quest for this term is “Everyone’s a Winner”.  This of course 

fits in with the Olympics so we will focus on London 2012 as well as the history of the 

Olympics.  We will incorporate science through learning about the human body and what 

makes a good athlete. There will also be opportunities for children to celebrate their 

own winning qualities.  Thank you to everybody who helped their child to make a poster 

on this theme, they will be put into a class book celebrating our winning talents.   

 

Our China link with ‘Primary School Attached to Hunan Vocational College for 

Nationalities’ will continue this term. As well as our link with Mudindi School in Kenya 

and Knowle Park Primary School in Bristol. The children will have the opportunity to 

send letters and / or emails to children in our link schools and find out more about 

children their own age in our link schools.  We are hoping to arrange a visit to Knowle 

Park school as it is closer than our other link schools!   

 

This term our outdoor learning sessions will focus on planting and growing as well as 

energy and local crafts.  We will fill our beds, planters and poly tunnel with a variety of 

fruits, vegetables and flowers.  We will learn about renewable energy for example wind 

energy and we will make willow sculptures. Our whole school project of building a bottle 

greenhouse is taking shape and this term we will begin work on a giant dragon sculpture 

on the field. Watch this space!  

 

Our science learning this term will focus on the human body, our hospital role play area 

has already proven very popular. We will learn about what makes a good athlete through 

our Olympic theme and we will encourage the children to think about their personal 

fitness.       

 

Our P.E sessions will hopefully take place on the field this term – weather permitting!  

We will check that the children’s P.E shoes still fit and if not we will send them home.  

Our summer sports programme involves playing team games, and practising for sports 

day events such as relay races.   

 

Our Learning Quest will cover many aspects of the curriculum and alongside this 

learning we will of course have our daily numeracy and phonics sessions.  Please see 

below for an overview of this terms plans.   

 

 



 

Problem Solving Reasoning and Numeracy: 

 

Reception children 

We will continue to take a personalised approach to children’s learning, many of the 

children have achieved the reception end of year goals such as ordering numbers to 20.  

So many of our maths sessions will incorporate year one learning goals.   Our daily 

lessons will include activities to help the children learn about time, money, counting – 

including counting in patterns such as 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, addition and subtraction, shape, 

space and measure e.g. capacity and problem solving.  Please look in the Mallard 

newsletter for a weekly roundup of maths activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year One children 

The summer term is traditionally a time to recap previous learning and ensure that 

children are secure in their learning and ready to access year two learning.   The 

children will be encouraged to use their own methods to work independently through a 

range of maths activities learning about time (telling the time as well as using days of 

the week/months of the year), shape (2d and 3d), space, measure (e.g. capacity), 

counting (including counting in patterns such as 2’s, 5’s, 10’s) addition and subtraction 

(including memorising addition facts such as numbers that make ten), using charts and 

graphs and problem solving.  Please look in the Mallard newsletter for a weekly roundup 

of maths activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication, Language and Literacy  

 

 

 

How you can help your child: 

• Play games that involve number skills, bingo, board games with 2 dice to add up the 

numbers, simple card games etc.  
• Help your child to retain number facts such as doubles and halves, numbers that make 

ten and twenty, practise counting in twos, fives and tens. 
• Look for ‘real life’ numeracy opportunities; using money, maths in cookery, being aware 

of the date and time, looking for counting patterns around us e.g. count socks in two’s.  
• Look on our website for links to numeracy games available online 
• Remember the value of learning through play, children will remember more of their 

learning if they are having fun!  

How you can help your child: 

• Help your child to recognise each numeral write them correctly, it is common for children 

to need to re-learn these skills throughout the year. 
• Help your child with ‘mental maths’ skills like saying which number comes next without 

counting from the beginning, saying what number is 2 more or 2 less etc 
• Look on our website for links to numeracy games available online 
• Look for ‘real life’ numeracy opportunities e.g. telling the time to o clock and half past, 

using money, maths in cookery, being aware of the date, counting in the world around us.  
• Remember the value of learning through play, children will remember more of their 

learning if they are having fun!  



 

Communication, Language and Literacy 

 

Reception Children 

 

Again we will continue to take a personalised approach to learning, but all of the 

children are now able to read and spell simple words such as ‘mum’ so we are now 

focussing on the phase three and four phonemes such as ‘air’ in chair and ‘igh’ in light.  

Please look on our website for the documents relating to each phonic phase and our 

weekly newsletter will always include a round up of the week’s literacy learning.  The 

children are all making progress with the high frequency words.  Thank you everybody 

for sharing the word cards with the children over the Easter holidays it has raised the 

profile of the words.  The children all know that these are important words and so far 

they have all been keen to show us the words they know.  We have broken the words 

down into ‘ready, set, go’, ‘bronze’, ‘silver’ and ‘gold’ sets.  The children can win awards in 

assembly when they have learned each set.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year One children 

 

We will continue to focus on securing the children’s reading and spelling skills with daily 

phonics sessions.  The children are all making progress with the high frequency words.  

Thank you everybody for sharing the word cards with the children over the Easter 

holidays it has raised the profile of the words.  The children all know that these are 

important words and so far they have all been keen to show us the words they know.  

We have broken the words down into ‘ready, set, go’, ‘bronze’, ‘silver’ and ‘gold’ sets.  

The children can win awards in assembly when they have learned each set.  

 

In June all year one children across England will be screened to assess their phonics 

knowledge.  This involves the children being asked to read a range of words that are 

real as well as made up.  For example shing assesses the children’s knowledge of the 
phonemes sh and ng but by using a nonsense the word the children are encouraged to 

How you can help your child  

• Make everything as practical as possible, hide high frequency words for children to hunt and 

read, read a variety of texts to children e.g. food packaging, magazines - everything! Model your 

own writing for children e.g. lists, invitations, cards as well as encouraging children with their 

own writing.  
• Focus on the spoken word as well as the written word, make up rhymes or stories, these are  

important literacy skills too. 
• Help your child to practise letter formation, this commonly needs to be re-learned as the 

children concentrate more on spelling and composition they can lose focus on their handwriting.   
• Please share your children’s reading books with them at home as well as reading other texts 
• Check our website for phonics phase information, end of year targets and links to literacy games 

online 
• If you have an ipad or iphone check the app store for great educational apps.  



use phonic knowledge to sound out rather than memorise words.  We will hold an 

information evening about the phonic screening on Wednesday 2nd May – information to 

follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E and Outdoor Education 

Kits can be left in school and we will send them home at half term or if they need washing.  If 

ever you need the children’s wellies etc then please pop in to the cloakroom after school, they 

are all in boxes. 

 

Website and letters    

We send a newsletter home every Friday we display it in the window of the cloakroom along with 

all other letters.  We do our best to ensure every letter goes into every child’s book bag but 

sometimes the letter fairy goes to work hiding letters!  If it looks like you haven’t received a 

letter in your book bag please ask and we will make you a copy.  We update the school website 

regularly, please take a look on http://www.meareprimary.co.uk/ click on the green pencil 

labelled ‘class pages’ to access the Mallard page.  

 

 
We hope you find this information useful if you have any questions about your child’s learning 

please do not hesitate to come in and speak to us. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

The Mallard Class team, 

 

Laura Blackmore, Becky James, Dee Thompson and Jane Bradley 

 

*Mrs Bradley update; she is still nursing her torn Achilles tendon and her foot remains in 

plaster, she misses the children and hopes to be back at school very soon* 

How you can help your child  

• Help your child to practise letter formation, this commonly needs to be re-learned as the 

children concentrate more on spelling and composition they can lose focus on their 

handwriting.   
• Practice sounding out real and nonsense words the children like to play a game where 

they shout ‘aye,aye captain’ for a real word and ‘walk the plank’ for a nonsense word. 

• Please share your children’s reading books with them at home as well as a range of other 

texts, model reading and writing to your child so they can see the importance of literacy 

skills in ‘real life’.  
• Check our website for phonics phase information, end of year targets and links to 

literacy games online 
• If you have an ipad or iphone check the app store for great educational apps.  
 


